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Introduction 


The world was all water and the Great Spirit looked down. He threw large 
amounts of mud up out of the water, and that made land. He made the trees 
to grow, and he made Man out of mud, giving him instructions on what he 
should do. When the man was lonesome, the Great Spirit made a Woman for 
his partner, and taught her how to tan hides, to find roots and to gather 
berries. While the Woman slept, she dreamed that the Great Spirit gave her 
one more gift to help her and the Man to survive — in a little woven container. 
He placed all the arts of design and skill for making baskets to be passed on to 
all their descendants. 

. . . Indian legend 


Archeologists have cfeterrnined that the raking of baskets predated even the use of pottery. ]h the bock, 

Indian Ebsketry, G. W. tees sugpsts that basketry ms a result of a natural progression fp 3 nut. ilizi . n g shells or 
gourds, to strengthening these receptacles with fiber nets to crating baskets . It was the wares of the tribe 
who fabricated baskets for such diverse purposes as carrying (anything from apples to infants) , cocking, storing, 
winncwing, and roaring. These rarer rare truly artists who created functional works of beauty from the 
raterials at hand: weeds, reeds, roots, baleen or bark. He rrajority of baskets were also cfeoorated in sore 
fashion, whether by stitch variation, cfeersity in odors or weaving rraterials, or by adding orrarentaticn of 
errtoroidery , dells, porcupine gr ill s, beads or fetters. In a culture that cfepended cn the rudirrents of basketry 
for their survival, it is crazing to ccnsirfer the loelinsss and grace ohihitad in the results of this fade. 

1 he baskets pictured in this bock represent a portion of the extensile basket coHecticn di^la^ad at the 
Johnson-Hurrrickhouse Museum in Ooshocton, Chio . David and John Johnson, natives of Goshocton Gounty , 
traroLte and collectte extonsiuely djringtte late 19 41 andearly 20 th centuries. One of their arms of interest was 
tie Arerican Indian, with a particular fascination directed tewards their teiqrLtcus basketry . This turned cut to 
be a tineLy irteest. Althaxfi sore tribes continued their basket-weaving heritage, the skill was teed to virtu- 
ally wish within three generations after contact with the advanced technologies of Bjrrpeanteerican "civili- 
teim." 

Both the aollection and this bock are organized according to tribe, beginning with the westerrrrcst (Alaskan 
Inuit) and moving east as far as the Great lakes region (Ojitwa) . 



Acknowledgements 


JHM's dream to create a basket catalog could never have been realized without a generous 
grant from the Schooler Family Foundation. We thank them for their faith in this project and 
the resources to continue making our collections more accessible to both scholars and art 
enthusiasts. 

Many people have contributed to the publication of this booklet, made possible by the fore- 
sight and supervision of Patti Malenke, Director of Education and Operations, and the pains- 
taking research of Sharon Buxton, Registrar. The list includes the following: 

Photography: Bob Lariha, Todd Malenke, Natalie Anderson, Rebecca Apple, Kristy Bryant, 
Jessica Cunningham, Ericka Greene, Kristina Hill, Andrea Hopkins, Nate Malenke, Deana 
Rinehart, Jordan Rumsey, Tricia Williams and Peter Wolfgang. 

Computer technicians: Jean Stoecker, Garrick Vance 

Text and Editing: Sharon Buxton, Jael Malenke, Cherie Snyder 

Consultation: James F. Huntington, Suzanne Given 

We especially thank Jean Stoecker who volunteered many hours toward this project. Further- 
more, we enjoyed her company! 



Inuit 

Stretched across the upper regions of Rbrth Trierica, the Inuit are the northerrrrost of the Irierican 
Indian tribes. Scientists believe these "latecomers" might have remained in the northern regions because 
the/ were farrri l iar with the frigid rraritiire ccrditions. Other tribes cfescrited tie Inuit as 'haters of raw 
neat/' and whan the Jesuit nissicnaries arrived this was transposed into "Eskimo." In addition to the 
tattooed stripes women of the tribe were, both se>es wore lip Meets (plugs made of shell, ivory, wcod or 
sandstone) , through holes pierced at the comers of tie mouth. 


Rigidly constructed 19th century basket with attached lid. 
Four leather straps decorate ipper half of basket and lid; blue 
bead secures lid. This basket shape is often referred to as tie 
'^ginger-jar 7 ' shape 

H: 10.5" D: 9.33" Odgiral QdOectiai 




19th century baleen trinket box with handle, then freshly 
"harvested" frem the interior of a Right Whale' s mouth, baleen 
is a pliable sieve like material. He Inuit mold tie baleen and 
allcw tie material to dry and iarckn into tie chsired shape. 
This vessel is son with si new and adorned with six ivory cane 
rings of seals; iarrile is baleen covered wed. 

Qdgrial (riUerticn 


H: 7" D: 4.5 


19th century coiled grass basket with lid, ebeorated with beachork 
designs. Saretrires beads such as these were sen to animal 
skin before attachment to a basket; in other instances claws of 
birds were used for decoration. 

Original Gcllecticn 


H: 9.75" D: 8.125 
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19th century coiled basket, rigidly constructed of tightly 
woven bundles of lyrre grass and decorated with seals 
carved from ivory . The Point Barrow horeland of the 
western Innit is the source of nost of JM s Unit bastet 
collecticn, even though tie use of coiled beachgrass in 
basketry is a method found as far away as the labrador 
flit. 

H: 7.0" D: 7.5" QngiraL Gite- 

tm 




19th century coiled storage basket with inbricated 
gearetric cfesigns of d^ed grass. He western 
Inuit used mostly wild rye, lyre grass and willow 
Were available. As veil as tie construction of 
beautiful baskhs and tools, storytelling was esses- 
tial ingredients in tie Unit culture. 

H: 9.7J' D: 14.31' (tigirBl Gbllee- 

tin 


Attu 


As apart of tie Aleutian tribe> tie Attu meet their hare cn tie Aleutian islands, vtich extend about 1000 miles 
westward from the Alaskan mainland. This island group became aefept at using their limited resources to tie 
fullest, such as fashioning waterproof coats from saal intestines. He Japanese ocoupied this tribe' s Maxi at the 
start of VM, and the people were subsecpently interred in Japan. 



Resketry vhale form. Tough grasses were finely twined to create an 
item nest likely used for trade purposes. 

H:3.25" L: 13" W : 3.25T' Qdgbal Qolleticn 


6 








Aleut 

The native irhtetants of the Aleutian islands vee called the Alois. Their comural hares vere aanstrueted of 
a aarbiraticn of vhalebone or driftwood and sod. The Aleut culture has had to survive slavery by the Russians, 
the dreadful effects of the 1919 flu epictiric, and internment fcy the U.S. gcverrrrent during Mil. 


19th century twined openwork basket of wild rye deco- 
rated with woqL. The fla/er motif is created hy fate 
embroidery , a tedrnque in which the cbsign is only applied 
at the surfer. W col vas inhxxirBd to this tribe by Rus- 
siai traohrs. The Aleutian fabrio-Iike bastes could easily 
be f olcfed for transport and unf olcfed for use . 

H: 8.5" D: 8" OngteCdOefion 




19th ce±ury twined trinket basket with lid; worsted 
fete eteoidery decorations. Two strand twining is a 
signature tednnicpe of the Aleut T ribe. 

H: 9.25" D: 6.33" Original Cbllecticn 


19th century flexible twined personal storage basket, 
lid features rated kndo as cmtirmticn of the weave. 
The Aleut wove baskets firm beach grasses gathered 
in early simmer to be dried stored then split to the 
fineness of thread. 

Origiral Cbllecticn 


H: 11.5" D: 12.75 
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Haida 

The Haida (or Baidu) lived cn the Quean Charlotte Islands off the coast of British Cblunbia and the Call 
and Prince of Bales Islands off the Alaskan coast. This trite is more noted for its bentwood teres and 
toteas crafted frcm cedar— a plentiful lesourre-fhan for its basketry. 



Tightly twined 19th century tat of spruce root. Dif- 
fering twining techniques result in two separate 
weaving patterns, with painted totenic design of 
raven pramnent. 

H: 7" D: 13" (figiral (bhectim 


TTLngit 

The TTingit divicbd tharselves into district dans, sparsely peguTating their southeast Alaskan territory. 
Their winter hare, constructed of wood and the entrance often flanked by carved totals, contained a 
steam bath. Surarer weather found the ranters of this trite turning to the ranadic life supported by 
hunting, fishing and trading with Russian colonists. 


19th century twined and latticed, flexible basket deco- 
rated with designs in red, brewn, cream, and green. To 
dye weaving materials, the Tlingit used various natural 
substances such as alcfer bark, blueberry, hariock bark, 
and wolf moss. 

H: 5.5" D: 5.75" OdgirBl CbHeoticn 
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19th century twined basket decorated with several bards of 
geometric figures. Finely woven bark or spruce root, split 
and scaked, achieved a sturdier vessel than those woven of 
grasses. In addition, as a twining naterial, the spruce root 
gave the basket a snootier finish. TIingLt false orbroicbry 
designs were most often executed in geometric patterns in- 
cluding frets, triangles, cresses and blocks. 

H: 9.5" D: 9.5" Gdgiral (bltetian 


19th century twined treasure or trinkb: box with "rattle- 
tep/' lid. Decorated in false orbroicbry of natural and 
dyed red, green, and purple grasses; Raven' s Tail de- 
sign cn siebs. Weven into tie lid is a space into which 
seeds or tiny pebbles fron geese gizzards were inserted. 
Should tie basket be disturbed, these made a slight 
noise to alert tie owner. 

H: 3.5" D: 8" Qdgiral GdUedticn 
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19th. aentury twined basket, slightly tiered, with fate err 
broidery whale motif in d/ed red and natural grasses. The 
sraller basket sizes were more oerrmon after the advent of 
traebrs — dimensions lad to be reduced in order to meet the 
demands on production. 

Qdgiral (bOefion 


H: 5.75" D: 7.5 


FF 


19th century twined basket with lid. Woven design in 
red, orange, green and brewn, plus false orbroicbry in 
purples and blues produced by using a copper oxide. 
Tlinglit basketry is distinguished by fire twining and thin- 
walled construction . 

Gdgte (bliectian 


H: 6.25" D: 7 



9 






Salish 


The Salish tribal homeland extended, from British Golurbia to V\feshington, with most of their basket- 
work origirating firm the river valley areas where cecfer was plentiful. The tribes of this resource-rich 
area had a legend explaining the seemingly unlimited amounts of returning salmon each spring: skel- 
etons of the salmon were restored to the river, where they were transformed back into the race of salmon 
people living beneath the waters, to be transmogrified to fish yet again next spring to feed the tribe. 


Rigid 19th ce±ury coiled basket with hid attached ky 
hirfe ties. Salish weavers coiled oachr not over oschr 
splints to dotain sturdy ccntainers, or over hurdles of 
fire roots ard grasses for a tighter weave necessary 
for cooking baskets. 

H: 9" D: 6" Gdgirat Cdlieficn 




19th century coiled cradldocard with allover designs of black and red. The cradlebasket was 
carried horizontally across the back, unlike vertical cradleboards fami li ar to other tribes, by 
means of a knotted and woven tumpline such as the one shewn here. The cowrie shell beads 
serve to cushion the forehead from the weight of the suspended basket. 

H: 6" L: 10" W: 7.25" QdgirHl Cdllectim 



large 19th century coiled basket with imbricated 
cbsigns of black fern stems and natural orange straw, 
imbricated cbsigns were produced by nipping darker 
colored straw or bark into the stitch. 

H: 11.25" L: 20" W: 14" Original Cbllecticn 
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19th century coiled berrypathering leasket with hide car- 
rying straps. "Snake-track" chsign iirbricated in black 
and raturally light-colored straw. 

L: 10.25" W: 8.5" Odgiral Qiieeticn 




19th century simple twined leasket of coarse grasses 
and roots. Possibly used ky scuthem telish tribe in 
clam gatiering. 

H: 7.25" D: 9.5" Odgiral Cblleeticn 


Nootka 

Located in western Varxxnuer Island, this Northwest Goast trite teed in an area rich in natural resources 
including the sea, teers, forests and aburrtent game. 


19th century twined gathering basket, tee of leasket is 
woven in sigrature checker-plaited weaving of cedar hark; 
the rerairter of materials are grasses, both natural and 
dyed. 

H: 7" D: 11.125" Original CbUecticn 










19th century basketry cohere d crockery jar . It was a can- 
non practice in this trihe to ccner 
jars, etc., with basketry . 



H: 7" D: 4.75 


rr 



19th century twined trinket basket with lid. W rapeed twin- 
ing was the most cannon weaving technique of the Nootka 
tribe. Baskets ware wcvei of cedar bark and grasses, than 
grasses were wrapped around each intersection covering 
the bark . MrLti-oolored checkerwork weaving and false am 
broiefery arbe l 1 i sh tie basket. 

QdgiraL CdLletdcn 


H: 2.25" D: 3.75 




19th century twined hat with inner cap. These hats 
were warn by tribe matters when fishing ocean wa- 
ters, or simply as a protecticn from tie abundant raim 
fall of this arm. Decorated with red, hire and orange 
hcnzcrtal stripes. 

H: 8" D: 12.5" QdgiraL CbLleticn 


19th century twined basket with lid. Ctrrmon designs 
incorporated into this tribe' s basketry incLrcfe variations 
of rrainland animals andrrarire life reflecting their coastal 
existence. 

H: 3.125" W : 3.75" L: 5.75" QrLgirBl Gbllecticn 



12 





Makah 


The north Vbshingtcn cmstal Nhkah were a whaling tribe. Mach of their sea-hased lifestyle was pre- 
served by a giant rrudslide which buried an entire vi. ll .age in the 15th century. log canoes, harpoons, 
lanes, woven bats, and houses ocnstructed of cedar, all preserved in the vet clay, gave clres to the lives 
and custcms of the pre-historic Makah, rrueh of whose lifestyle rerained unchanged until the advent of 
the settle:. 


Bcwl-shaped basket of wrapped twining with laps at 
rim. This particular style is also cbssribed as "fidn- 
trap" waving, possibly a cfescendant of the weaving 
utilized in forming earlier wicker fish traps. 

H: 3.75" D: 7.5" Qdgiral Cdl lection 




Snail sguared 19th century basket of wrapped twining, also 
cbscribed as 'bird-cage" weave. This basket has an excel- 
lent illustration of checkerwork weave on base. 

H: 5.5" D: 3.25" QngiraL (bUsfiTi 


Klamath 

The Klamath and Modoc tribes ocnbined and blended after being confined to a reservation in south 
central Oregon in the late 19th century. B/ the michtwentieth century, the goverment' s 'bermiration 
policy" to cut off fecbral assistance seerely affected tie rernants of this tribe. 


19th century twired ocnically shaped basket. In order to pro- 
due elored patterns, tie Klarrath buried grasses in mod 
springs to attain black, and used moss to dp porcupine guilds 
pilaw. 


H: 8" D: 9" 
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Finely twined 19th century basket featuring diagonal 
stepped stripes and one band of cpen cmjoired diamonds. 
He basket vbs construeted of tule (cattail) with an over- 
lay of otter reeds; cotton binding covers the rim. 

H: 10" D: 16.5" Original Cdlieeticn 


19th century twined utilitarian basket. The turned back 
uarp and interlaced wcof vere techniques often employed 
cn borders, lending a braided appearance. 

H: 3.5" D: 14.5" QdgiraL CdOetian 


19th century twined hat with bands of exposing tri- 
angles. Hats vere a crimen clothing apparel of the 
klamath woman. 

H : 5" D : 7 . 33" Origiral Oolleeticn 


19th century twined basket of tule, with sites flarirg frem 
a rated base. TA Versatile rescurce, tule oculd also be 
bundled together to construct the beats of the Klamath. 

H: 4" D: 7.75" Crigtel Qdllecticn 






14 





The W asoo tribe was found in the Cblurbia River V alley. Mary of its basket motifs shared the same deign as 
pictographs and petroglyphs discovered in the aim. 


This 



fLodhLe twinsd basket, krxwn as a "sally bag - , 


rr 


incerporates both human and aniiral fours into its design. 
The W asoo tribe used cattails and native harp to weave 
these pliable baskets. 

H: 8.25" W : 5.5T' 





19th century twined sally bag covered with ideated motifs: butterflies, 
humans, duck, deer, do. The W asoo' s weaving tednique loot itself to 
creating angular georetric aniiral fours. Designs used a dyed fiber re- 
ssrtoling com husks . 

Qigiral CdUchdm 


H: 8.25" D: 5.5 


rr 


Nez Perce 

Located at what is row the juncticn of W ashingtcn, Oregon and Idaho, the Nez Perce were ere of tie earliest 
tries to adapt to the acbent of horses and became expert horse breeders. The com husk bags for which tie 
tribe is noted were ©celled for carrying essential iters on here or by foot. 


19th century twined hat fashioned from harp. Dyed rushes 
form the red and blue stepped design ornamented with trad 
wool. The short length of hid cn the apex was for tanging the 
tat whan not in use. 

H: 6.125" D: 5.75" CdgiraL Cdllaticn 
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19th century twined tag. Native harp fibers vere imi to rae this flexible 
tag with d^ed husks or irulti-oolored yams forming the gearetric cfesigns . Softer 
hred cfesigns, colored usirg native clays, cfeoorated earlier versions . W eavsrs 
often created separate cfesigns on each side of the bag, as shewn here. 

H: 11" D: 9.5" QigiraL Qilefin 


Shasta 

The Shasta trite, as night be assumed from the name, cane from the Mount Shasta arm of Northern Cteifornia. 
dvisiens within this arm inefited the Hat Geek region and the Pit River region, these iriteitants dag pits along 
the river trails to capture cpre. 


19th century twined basket of hazel and split willcw, 
dating from 1820 to 1840. This large grain storage 
basket displays a diagcral stepped design. 

H: 28.5" D: 31" QdgiraL Odlstim 
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19th century twined burden basket with a rim reinforced by 
a wood splint. Burden baskets were suspended frcm a 
turrpline across tie forehead. 

H: 14" D: 16" 



19th century twined rrush bowl, decorated with irregular 
golden bands of squaw grass. Materials available to tie 
Siesta ranged fron rrountain shrubs and vires to river valley 
willcws and rushes. Designs vere often worked in over- 
lays of squaw grass, redsud bark or fem stem. 

H: 4.25" D: 5.75" 





19th century twined basket. Grasses colored with dye 
drived fron aldertark form chevron designs; fabric at rim. 

H: 4" D: 3.6" 





19th century twined burden basket with a band of animal 
shapes encircling tie rim. Since tie tail points dswn, these 
figures can be idnt i f i e d as horses; an upward tail cbnotes 
a der or a ctg. 

H: 13" D: 12.5" Cdgiral CdOesticn 
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Pomo 

The Parc of Northern California were not overly trcubled ty the early ^ani±L missionaries to the South, but 
Russians later cfeaeasai the trite' s nutters drastically . By the 19th aentury both men and wsren of the trite 
were vv^axztng- bastets for tract as a nears of survival. The/ were the cnly trite to prodxe baskets in all four 
weaving tedteepes : aoiled, plaited, wicker and twined. 


19th century twined child carrier of the "sit down" va- 
riety . Eurdles of grasps vas strategically placed in 
the bottom of this reed constructed carrier . 

H: 21" L: 12.5" W : 10" Original Odleticn 




19th century hepper basket constructed of grape vine. 
The epen base allowed the basket to be luted to a grind- 
ing rock when milling aooms and wild seed. 

H: 8" D: 16.75" CrigiraL Cdlletdcn 


This rare unfinished twined baskric illustrates the wrap and 
twining netted. Although incerrplete, the basket' s distin- 
guishable design motifs include eyes, mountains and 
snakes. 19th century . 

H: 12" D: 8.75" 


Odgiral (dlleficn 
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19th century ceenanial gift basket, acnpletely cov- 
ered with lark or flicker and duck feathers. He rdm 
and tandle are rracb of clam shell beads, and shall 
pendants are suspended by chains of abalone. 

H: 2" D: 4.125" GdgiraL Qileddai 




19th century coiled cerercnial or gift basket. Tie basket is adorned with an allover waves one- 
inch quaill tcpknot cfeign, with actual tufts from quail and wocc^ecker inerted into tie weft. 
Clusters of clan shell beads deoorate tie rim. Clanshell beach woe often used as basket deco- 
rations and wee oe type of shell used for maney . The dianeter , thickness and polish of a dell 
cfeermiied its value. 

H: 2.5" L: 14.5" W : 8' OigiraL gifedon 



18th century twnned storage basket used to hold food 
and other crrmcdities . The (feign exerplifies tie 
pcpular motif of water descending f ran mountains . 
H: 15" D: 22.5" Qdgjral Gtilfctirn 


19 







19th century twined burden basket constructed of grape 
vise with woven tunpline. This axiical basket was 
sturdy enough to cany leads of wxd ard oould last 
thnxgh tie lifetime of tie user . 

H: 22.75" D: 23" Odgiral Qdledden 




19th century twined harden basket. Rim stiffened with a 
wxd splint ooiled to tie edge. This basket veas valued 
as an irrplerent and as a sytbol of prestige. 

H: 18" D: 25" Odgiral Qilehkri 


Yokut 


The Y ckut tribe lived along tie T ule River of Gentral California. The Y ckut used long blacbs of grass for tie 
frare/vork of tleir baskets, weaving in finely split pie roots to achieve white coloration and willow bark to achieve 
brown. 



19th century ooiled gentling tray . T ribal reoeaticn inehrhd rolling pitch -filled valmt slel 1 s, distim 
guishable by tie varying ruder of abalcne chips oontaied in each. Tie valnut shells vere used in 
a counting gane placed by the woren vino tossed and caught the nutshell dice pitch-side up. 

H: 1.5" D: 21.25" OdgirBl Cdlleetion 


20 


Tulare 


The Tulare, a divisim of the Y ckut tribe, cocupied the San Joaquin Valle/ of Central California, 
and zanders to this territory in tie 19 41 century gradually oxwcbd out tie native people. 


He influx of miners 


Bottleneck (tradsrark shape of tie Y ckut) coiled bas- 
ket with a red wool ruff, lie tribe rated deep and 
dyed the wool. Doairentation aaxrrpanying this bas- 
ket state that it was ween by Orat i 1 1 a , prior to an 
1899 earthquake . The black and red design of arrows 
pointing toward base tells this legend: 'Our rren as- 
cend tie hills in peace, hunting gare of tie earth." 
Further dxunentation states, ''Gounty Riverside, CA. 
Made in 25 days, with 14-20 stitches to tie inch." 

H: 3" D: 5.75" Merten Rdlic library 




19th century coiled utility bowl featuring diagcral 
stepped pattern fashioned in brown (redbud) and 
black (fern star) with scattered quail tepknots and 
tufts of red wool. 

H: 6" D: 12" Odgiral CbLieeticn 


19th century coiled cocking bawl that displays the 
rattlesnake ebsign abeve alternating motifs. Hi wann- 
ing their bastery both Yckut and Tulare tribes used 
surac, redbud and bracken fem to sew together arall 
bundle of rushes or grasses. 

H: 4.75" D: 14.25" Odgiral (dlleetirn 



21 





Maidu 

This tribe of northeastern California was located in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. Its rare was acquired when 
an author arbitrarily assigned then the title 'teidu, " which in the Maidu language neent "man . " The gold rush 
brought greater cbvastaticn to this tribe than to otters as the miners drove away gate and destroyed fish habitat 
with their mining methods. Survivors became slaves on the ranch of a successful miner turned rancher, Jdn 
Bicbell . They eventually vare "saved" by replacing their language with English, their hcrres with weoden struct 
tures, their bastetry with sewing and their cultural traditicns with these of their owners. 



19th century coiled basket of willow and redbud. The 
Maidu wave both twined and coiled basketry , hut fix 
the mast part, only coiled oarples have survived. The 
cbcoraticns cn this basket symbolize quail plumes . 

'' QdgirBl Qallecticn 


H: 11" D: 19.5 


Shallow 19th century coiled tray, a comm ut ilit y form 
of the hhidu. The circular bands were left inarm 
plete, a practice they believed preented blindness. 

H: 3.5" D: 15" QdgirBl (dllecticn 




19th century coiled basket . Maidu baskets were often 
spherical; this ere is distinctive fer its petestal base. 
The hhidu utilized a varitey of materials in their bas- 
ketry such as hazelnut, maple, redbud, willow and 
bracken fern. 



H: 3.125" L: 5.125" W : 2.625" Qrigiral Gdlle±icn 









Hupa 

The basketry of the Hupa and Y urdc, both firm Northern California, is practically indistinguishable. Though their 
language dif fered greatly, both used the sane rraterials and techniques in baskertry . The Hupa lived between the 
Pacific Ccean and the Trinity River, and tie Yurdk lived farther Rbrth in tie area bordering tie KLarath River . 1 
was custcrrary for worm of the Hupa to have tattooed chins, while both the iren and werren of this tribe practiced 
ear pteredrg. 


19th century epenwork twined basket. A band with 
geometric designs borders the reinforced rim. Use of 
geometric shapes and figures, particularly Wen ar- 
ranged in diagonals or chevrons, was characteristic of 
an earlier acp. 

H: 16.75" D: 19" Original Collection 




19th century twined "dance" basket with a design rendred in maidenhair fern 
stem. He ends are covered with hicfe, feather and fetish suspensions. W omen 
were the healers of tie Rapa, and a shaman medicine bag or basket often held 
talismans such as colored pedoles, animal claws, snakeskins, etc. 

H: 15" D: 6" QjgjraL Cdllrticn 
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19th century twined cradlebcard for a doll. Meat Hupa and 
Y urok leasketry used California hazel, willcw twigs and pi re 
root, peeling the stem of tough young trees. 

H: 14.5" D: 10" 






-ju ■ 




19th century cpenwork twined storage basket with 
willcw for base. This tribe used California hazel for 
tie varp (ribs) and usually yellow or sugar pine root 
for tie weft. 

H: 9.5" D: 10" 



19th century twined hat. Hupa hats vare 
normally smaller than other tribes' labs, as 
tie people were of slight build. These tightly 
woven caps protected their foreheads when 
arploying the turplines to support heavily 
leaded harden baskets. 

H: 4.5" D: 8" QdgiraL Qlleeticn 
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California Mission 

The Mission tribes inlebited the coastal regions of Southern California. These tribes voe the first to acre in 
axitact with the Spanish as the/ entered the arm. In the 18th century tie Mission tribes vere ultirrately forced to 
leave their rich hunting grounds to supply field labor to tie Sjcanish and loam tie Reran Catholic religion. Roth tie 
missionaries and tie accompanying military created a defend for their baskets . 


Goiled basket with design of huran figures . 
He black color vas usually attained by bury- 
ing juncus rush in mud until tie cfesi red shah 
vjss achieved. 

H: 3.5" D: 14.25" Qrigiral Oolleoticn 




19th century coiled basket with slcping shoulders, 
constructed of willcw, juncus rush and ctevil' s claw . 
Polychroratic gecrretric designs were achieved 
by using ratural shahs of these materials. Wnile 
tie coastal hellers strictly used juncus rush for 
weaving black cbsigns, these living furtier inland 
soretimes erployed devil' s claw . 


H: 3" D: 8.75 


rr 


QdgiraL Qile±icn 


19th century coiled tray with devious mission in- 
fluence chrcnstrated by tie priest figures, large 
sturdy bowls such as this ware umd to carry and 
store foods like acorns and grains. When being 
transported, tie basket was enclosed in a ham 
mock-like net, supported from a turrpline and 
hung on tie carrier 's back. 

H: 5" D: 18" QdgiraL (hllesticn 
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W asho 

The W asho vere located in Nevada. tetter than depending on agriculture, they harvested wild crops such as 
aooms, pine nuts, grass seeds and roots. The gathering and preparing of these foodstuffs as veil as basket making, 
were time consuming processes. 



19th century deep coiled storage basket of single rod 
ccrstrixticn. The rim is finished in a dLagcnal stitch 
uniqetotte W ado. Sagebrush, butterflies, and birds 
in flight are chpicted using teil' s claw . 

H: 9.5" D: 6" Qdgiral Qilesticn 


19th century coiled basket fashicned of wlllcw 
splints . The gecrretric motifs were formed with 
fern or recfcud. 

H: 4" D: 8.25" QdgiraL Qilecticn 




19th century spherical coiled basket. W ith symetri- 
cal designs of trees, birds, teepees and mountains, this 
baski: is an excellent example of even stitching for 
which the W ado trite is noted The globe form was 
pcpular vith both the W ado and their rortterly nelgh- 
bor, tteteldi. 

H: 2.5" D: 6.75" QdgirHl Gileotirn 
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PAIUTE 


The Cbrtiem Paiute, also known as Paviotso, were a large Nevada tribe wto traveled in srall bands, gathering 
scattered resources in the Great Basin region. They were tie originators of tie Ghost Carre religion., a belief bom 
out of desperation which gave its follcwers hcpe that not only would tie buffalo return tut tie white ran would 
disappear . The various Ghost Dane syrrbols painted on goverrnent-issued etton or linen material supposedly 
made tie wearer impervious to enemy gunfire. 


19th century gathering tray or wand. Ctnstrueted of 
split widlcw, rush stars and other plants, the Paiute 
used this basket to whip grass seeds into a cpfciering 
baste:. 

Qdgjral Gil leeticn 


H: 24.5" D: 8 




19th century twined water jar covered with linen cloth. Decora- 
tions indued painted syrbols, glass beads, and red and blue trad 
doth at the rim. Gnsst Danse artide. 

H: 14.25" D: 8" Qdgjral CdUfcticn 


19th century water jar tightly twrined and coated with pincn gum. 
Tie leather handle is secured through two horsehair lugs wcven into 
the sid. Tie rounddbase enables it to rest solidly on sand. Tie 
idiule usd materials such as sisal willow, squaw weed, skunk weed, 
tule rcct and martynia in their weaving. 

H: 5"D: 5" Original Cdleetim 
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Mono 

The Mono tribe of rridHZtlibornia moved seascrally firm the Sierra ffevada Mountains to realty desert areas. 
Part of the Shoshcne language group, they were a peaceful pecple who sp ant mxh of their exist eroe gathering 
precious resources for food, andmost of tdeir basketry illustrates this need. 



Closely twined 19th century carrying jar for 
transporting sends or pirenuts. Horsdnair lugs 
are worked into tire shoulchr of tie jar frcm 
which carrying straps may be attached. 

H: 12" D: 7.75" Odgural Cblieutdan 


19th century coiled basket constructed of reed. 
Such baskets were carmen to the Indian hcrre 
for storage and carrying. He diagonal red and 
black stepped design is often used to represent 
streams as they run dewn the mountains. 

H: 3.25" D: 7.75" Original (bllectirn 




19th century oval basket twined with willow. 
Suspensions of beadwork and animal claws 
cboorate rim and sides. 


H: 2.5" W : 6.25" L: 7" Original Oollecticn 







large 19th cmtury water bottle, tightly twined. 
Deaerated with blue beads, the bottle was covered 
with pitch to rruke it watertight. All bottles were 
designed to balance vim laid cn their side so that 
even a youngster could tip than to detain water 
without s pillin g. Varied sizes were constructed ac- 
cording to purpose and length of journey . A laccp 
bottle such as this would probably rerain in carp. 
H:16" D: 12.5" Q: iginal 

dHeaticn 



Pap ago 

The Papago of southern Arizona were desert cbellers. Heir livelihood charted greatly cn stock raising and the 
'dry farming" of flood plains. Their name is drived from the Pima word for "bean pecple," because, in their 
dpexbnee cn flash flood irrigation, tie bean plant care through vim rains were too little or too late for ary other 
crop. Should tie weather fail than entirely , the/ edsted cn cactus. Two clans comprised this tribe: the Coyote and 
Buzzard. 
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19th century deep coiled basket worn of white split wal- 
low and black devil' s claw . Hunan figures with joined 
lands circle the base. He Papago tribe used only ratu- 
rally occurring colors, never cueing basket materials. 
Virile other tribes gathered devil' s claw fron the wild, 
tie Etpago tradlticrally raised, it as a crop. 

OrigirBl dUecticn 


H: 8.5" D: 7 


Air 
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Nava j o 

Before European influence, the Navajo were an agricultural tribe. Gxe the Danish introduced daresticated 
sheep, this tribe concentrated on shepherding, hoace basketry became secondary to the many steps necessary in 
producing woven goods . Their name for themselves, "Dinnch, " means "the real people . " 


19th cmtury ooiled ceremonial tray . lie break in cb- 
sign that occurs opposite the opening in the finished 
herringbone edge is characteristic of this tribe. than 
in use, the line formed between these two points al- 
ways pointed East and W 

H: 6 . 23 ' D: 17.25' Original GtTlaficn 




He Hopi settled three mesas at a northern Arison location. An agricultural people, they lived in pemarent hares 
at the base of each of thee cliffs, thile thee of the First Nbsa cmstructed few baskets, relying instead or 
pottery, the basketry of the Second Mesa was normally coiled, and the Third Mesa baskets were usually wicker- 
work. He early Spanish explorers introduced fruit trees to the Hopi tribe whee rare meant "gentle pecple." 



Twilled work ring constructed by placing ere woof strand 
over two or more warp strands. Ring could be placed on 
the trad in order to stabilise carried water, or cn tie 
ground to keep a food bcwl or water basket upright. 
Y urea fibers were split and plaited to achieve this flat 


weave . 

H: 1.37 D: 7.75 


19th cmtury coiled basket with steeply sloped lid. He 
checkered design was created with yuan and galleta 
grass colored with vegetable dyes. 


Base - H: 5" D: 8" 


lid - H: 6" D: 7.37 


rr 


Original Oollecticn 


Ihfeertcn PiidLic library 
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19th century soeaning basket. Twilled work; rim 
re-inforoed with wood splint. This basket res used 
to sieve sand fron sunqoarched com. ALL three 
rresas made these baskets fron yuosa leaves. 

H: 4.25" D: 14" QdgiraL CdOetiai 


Deep coiled basket with lid; 19th century . Dyed yucca 
fibers are sere over grass bundles to form cber-like fiss- 
ures in design. Only fee colors rere typically used in 
Second hfesa basketry . Three rere raturally cbtaired frcm 
tie yucca plant-ohite (inside leaf) , pale yellcw (sun-dried 
Waite) , and green (outside leaf) . He other twc colors 
rere drived frcm dyes. To create black dye, sunflcwer 
seeds were combined with pinon gum and ochre, then 
smoked over burning black wool. To make red dye, a va- 
riety of plants rere crmbined and set with relive alum, 
then smoked over burning white wool in a closed container . 
H: 8.25" D: 7.75" 





19th century wickerwork plaque with Kachina design. 
The plaque was woven of wild currant and peeled rab- 
bit brush dyed red (purple maize dye) and dark brcwn 
(blend of dyes) . Tie lipi tribe used the fechina as a 
visual aid to instruct metiers about their ceremonies 


and social customs 


H: .5" D: 17.75 


rr 


Gdgiral QoOeoticn 
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Havasupai 

The Havasupai of the Yunan language family lived in Arizona along the Golorado River, particularly in the Chtamt 
Canycn area. This peaceful tribe vns provided with defense frcm rraiauding neighbors by the inaccessibility of this 
site. Agricultural in rature, they raised a wish variety of crcps including the typical com, brans, melons, sunflcwers 
and squash, as veil as livestock and fruit trees lcng before Europeans reached their land. 


19th century coiled tray using devil' s claw to form cbsign. 
Similar in exetructicn to Apache trays, Havasupai bas- 
ketry is distinguishable ky tie geometric cbsigns radner than 
tie fpache aniiral figures. Usually created with the twin- 
ing veaving technique, a coiled Havasupai tray is rare. 
H:1.25"D: 10.75" Cngina! Oilectdcn 




19th century sturdy twined burden basket with two wood 
splints coiled around tie rirv another feature characteristic 
of this tribe. (Ehoto dews baskd: resting cn its rim. ) 

H: 22.5" D: 23" GdgiraL (bhletion 


19th century coiled basket with black triangles at base 
and black diamonds outlined in red near rim. The 
Havasupai tribe often used peeled rrartynia pod 
(obeli' s claw) for black cbsigns . 

H: 4.75" D: 7.5" Original Chleticn 
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Chemehuevi 

The Arizona and Utah Cherehuevi (or Ctemehuavi) vere a mysterious tribe, their political and social history 
relatively urkrrwn. Closely associated with the Mojave Desert, they are soretiires called the Southern Paiute. 
Mast of their cbily life was spot wanebring in search of food, water and weed. 



19th co±ury coiled jar . The black rim illustrates a signature 
method of this tribe. Meet cfesign features are significant 
purely as icbntificaticn of indlvicLal weavers. Typical uni- 
form construction of willcw and cbvil' s claw . 


H: 6.5" D: 6.125" 



Pima 

The Pima of Arizona were semL-ncnadic . Their rare was derived from the region they reamed, entitled pimeria 
ky the Spaniards. The/ harvested cactus, a major part of their diet, and raised com, brans and squash ky irrigation. 
Tey also raised cotton and later lent their rare to a particular refined strain of the plant used to make fabric. 



19th century coiled bcwl with traditioral Pima black car- 
ta: and rim. V ertical black bards and figures were ex- 
ecuted in cbvil' s daw . The black cbvil' s daw, or nartyni a, 
was utilized at stress points because of its dzability . A 
noted Pima weaver often used "the dancers" motif por- 
traying a number of human figures circling the bcwl . 

OdgraL Cdllaticn 


H: 6" D: 10.5 


19th century coiled jar . Mast Pima baskets were made for 
tracb purposes, and a mazelike fret ebsign was occasion- 
ally found. Use of tie maze in this tribe is credited to the 
legend of '^iuuHnu Ki, " a kero who, after a drep in popular- 
ity , would confuse his enemies by taking convoluted paths 
to return here. By following the maze, the center of the 
basket can be reacted without crossing ary lines. 

GdgiraL (dleeticn 


H: 6.5" D: 11.25 
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19th oent ury coiled jar featuring a diagonal geometric cbsign, a 
stylized version of tie popular whirlwind pattern rrost ccm- 
rronly exhibited in Pdira trays . 

H: 16.75" D: 12" 


OdgiraL GdLteticn 




19th century ooiled wheat basket displaying a cbsign 
reseioling tie swastika. Variaticns of this cbsign were 
found in both American Indian and Asian culture cen- 
turies before it was adcpted as the Nazi sytbol. He 
wheat basket was the most frequently used basket of 
the tribe, exployed for winnowing grain or sitting im- 
purities fern flour . 

Odgiral (blleetirn 


H: 3.25 D: 15 


Apache 

The Apaches were probably rrost noted for their fearless and relentless protection of their lands. Basically no- 
rradic, they were located in portions of Arizona, New Mexico, and Mexico . Though sharing a ccrnren language, 
individBl Apache groups, such as the Jicarilla, Nbscalero, San Carlos, and W estem, were influaxed dif fere±ly by 
contacts with neighboring tribes. Unique to the Apache was the death ritual, which included burning the hare and 
possessions of the deceased immediately following the burial . 


19th century coiled storage jar oenstucted of cbvil' s claw and 
cottonwood or willow/ . Apache baskets often exhibit the sym 
metrical, well-balanced patterns seen here. Scrretiires, how- 
ever , randen narks such as a dark block were woven into the 
cbsign. Although not visible in this photo, this basket las inex- 
plicable white coils within an otherwise totally black circle. 

H: 8" D:ll" Odgiral Ghielicn 
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19th century twined burckm basket of split willcw and cbvil' s 
claw. He strength of this type of container was derived 
f ran its oonstnrticn : closely woven uniform willcw twigs 
reinforced ky four lar^r rdhs at regular intervals. This type 
of basket was used to gather foodstuffs or carry heavier 
burdens such as fire/ecd. 

QdgirBl Qiieticn 


H:16" D: 9.25 


19th century ooiled jar with vertical rows of crawling in- 
sets. A cbeoraticn such as this was hcped to ke^ bugs 
a/\ay frcm food stored in tie vessel. 

H: 12" D: 9.25" 





19th century "money basket . " T wined weave with rawhide 
handle. legend las it that this basket belonged to tie fared 
Apache chief, Geronino. 


H: 6.5" D: 6.5 





19th century ooiled bcwl illustrates tie cannon Apache prae- 
tice of using black weaving materials at both center and rim. 
He repeated horse motif, in this case both saddled and un- 
saddled, became a familiar cbsign after tie Spanish introduced 
tie here to this tribe in tie 17th century . Not only horses, but 
figures of dogs and humans were pcpular subjects of the 
Apache. This basket would have been used for storage of 
items such as acorns, asm and grass. 

Qigiral (hUcrtim 


H: 4" D: 1 1 
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19th century colled cha , a Spanish term irotcating its bulging, 
jar-like shape. Closely wean and lined with pitch for vater 

Mary Apache symbols rray have been acquired by 
adqcting the traditions of the weavers captured from otter tribes. 
The equal-armed crosses decorating this basket weuld have pre- 
dated the use of the crcss-arxtereseent motif ocnnected with 



the Eeagcdigha' religious reverent practiced frem 1903-1908 . 
H: 30" D: 26" Qrgite Giietim 


19th century coiled jar . The willcw twigs used for the 
warp vare ottered, peeled, and split into sections, than 
stored in bundles. Three twigs — one large and tws 
sraller cres— are arrarged to control the contour of 
the badet. W caving large twigs tetveen two smaller 
ores created an iri/ard curve while large twigs in front 
of sraller ores curved the vail outward. 

H: 10" D: 11" Qdgiral CdLletdcn 
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19th century coiled olla with unusual ticked rim. in 
addition to the cnmcnly used devil' s claw and willcw, 
a reddish brewn color was cbtaired by using the root 
of the yucca plant 

H: 7.7d'D: 8.7H' Qdgiral GdUectim 
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Jir nrillo Apache 

The Jicarillo (meaning basket) Apache were given their name by the Spanish, presumably because of the many 
snail baskets they vae making at the time of axibact. At me tine nomadic, they eventually settled in tie rorth- 
western New Mexico area. 


19th century deep coiled basket of willcw or aottcnwed, 
lie designs in red vere achieved frcm a yuoca root c^e, 
Snail extoeim of ccdl forms landle at sicfe. 


H:9.5" D:6 


If 




Msscalero Apache 

The Spanish also bestcwad the name Ntscalero to the pecple vie ate the mescal cactus. For an extended time 
this tribe reared tie Rio Grande Valle/, but evmtually they settled in south amtral ifetf NfexLco. 



19th century coiled bcwl. This basket las a 3-rod flat coil construction, sen with split yucca leaves. 
The Ftscalero Apache colored design is typically a bold form such as tie diamond shapes evidenced 
here. In addition to tie brewn root and bark, various parts of tie yuoca plant were employed to produce 
orange, red and green. 

H: 4" D: 12.75" 
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Chit imacha 

Cana veering is thought to have originated with the Chitirracha (or Chetiirache) . An Eastern W codlard trite, the/ 
ware located cn tie lands of tie Mississippi River Delta. Their basketry expertise earned then their rare, "they 
possess cooking vessels, " assigned to then by the neighboring Choctaw . 


19th century cane-twilled plaited baste: . He dried care ut i 1 i zed by this 
tribe vas either green or yallcw in its natural state. T willed plaiting is 
a form of basketwark pcpular with both the Chitirracha and tie Choctaw , 
prcxirdng diagonal, circular or zigzag patterns. This rectangular bas- 
ket displays a geeretric design for which the Chitirracha are espe- 
cially noted, as veil as a cfecoraticn of csttcn tufts and a sinew-rein- 
forced rim. 

H: 4" W : 3" L: 3.75" Cdgirel Cdlletxn 



Choctaw 


The Choctaw tribe of the Maskogean linguistic family ware a part of tie pecple dubbed 'Cheek" by early settlers, 
supposedly due to tie location of their tribal land at tie source of various east- and soutlt-flcwing vntervays. Ore 
of tie 'live Civilized T ribas" (because they had adcpted Eurcpean agricultural and religious custcms) , they were 
relocated to Arkansas and Oklahoia in the 1830s . Sore managed to evade this removal and remained on their 
homeland keeping tie traditional lifestyle intact . 


19th century twilled care gift basket with baled handle. 
This form vas ocrmon among the Choctaw tribe, and could 
be used to carry various dejects. Executed in natural and 
dyed cane, tie black is from a black valnut d/e and the 
red results from oorbining Texas Oak bark and black gum. 
H:18" W : 6" L: 1.75" Odgiral Qollaticn 


19th century heart-shaped care twilled gift basket. The 
cval cpening and pointed base gave tie basket its unique 
shape, which indicated that tie contents were a gift from 
tie heart. Care vas tie only basketry material used by 
tie Choctaw tribe. 

H: 9" W : 3.75" L: 13" Goginal dleiicn 
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Seminole 

This Florida trite was given the rare Seminole, Spanish for "wild ones . " They escaped to Florida after breaking 
free frcrn British slavery in tte northern colonies. later, escaped black sieves settling near tte Seminole joined 
ranks with tte trite based an a shared tetred of slavery . 



20th century coiled trinket basket, constructed ky 
securing pine needle coils with diagonal stitches of 
beige thread. Tte lid displays cpen-work flcwer 
design woven from tte threads. 

H: 2" D: 5" Iteteten RMie library 


0 j ibwa 

Tte Ojitwa trite of tte Algonquin nation vere a W oodland trite. Ccoupying lands between tte St. lawrenae 
River and the Hudson Bay , their most available rredium was tte bark of tte abundant birch, which they harvested 
and felted to form containers. Another utilized tree was tte sugar maple, their source for making sugar . 


19th century birchbark basket. Tte exterior is staired 
dark brewn and incised with designs of leaves and vires. 
Reed caning secures tte wood strip reinforcement to 
tte dm. 

H: 8.75" W : 7.25" L: 9.5" Original teriecticn 




19th century birchbark trinket basket with lid. tends 
of coiled sweetgrass barter tte exterior, and tte lid is 
tecorated with porcupine quill embroidery . 


H: 3.5" D: 5 


rr 
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19th century birchfcark makuk . This gathering kaskd: 
was fonred ky folding bark, securing it with reed earn- 
ing, than, sealed with pitch. Tie roll of sweetgrass 
borcbring the rim was valued as a strong weaving ira- 
terial as well as adding a pleasant scent. 

H: 6" D: 14.75" QdgirBl (blccticn 




19th co±ury birchbark gaderirg kasket. Rim is re- 
inforced with willow and cbaorated with several 
multioolored glass beads . Rawhide handle . 

H: 3" D: 3.5" GdgiraL (bllatirn 


Huron 


The Huron Indians of the Lake CHtario region had settlements characterized ky kark-ocvered longhouses . Early 
explorer , Sarruel de Charrplain, convinced this tribe to battle neighboring Mohawks to secure tie S t . Lawrence 
Vale/, in tie attempt to increase Flench fur track. 


20th century cxhagcn-shaped birchfcark basket . Black 
thread and sweet grass fasten tie individual panels to- 
gether . The floral motifs are fonred with dyed moose 
hair erbroictery . 

H: 2.125" D: 9.875" Barberton Public library 
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